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MAGC happenings 
PROMOTING THE ARTS, HORTICULTURE, 

HISTORY AND CONSERVATION 

See the EVENT CALENDAR on 

page 7 for a list of exciting   

February Happenings. 

On December 31, 2009, Nancy Vernon ended an extraordinary four- year term as President 

of the Marin Art & Garden Center (MAGC) Board of Trustees.  And while her official leader-

ship role has been handed over,  it is  clear that her active commitment to MAGC will con-

tinue unabated.   

 

Nancyõs life at MAGC began as a Pixie Parent; that was just the beginning of the time she 

and her children, twins Annabel and Isaac, and husband Walt would spend at MAGC.  

Nancyõs leadership at Pixie led to involvement in the Holiday Festival, creation of the Teddy 

Bear Tea, development of activities like the very successful Summer Concert Series, and 

summer nature camps at MAGC.  All while working on a variety of fundraising events.  

 

Perhaps her most significant challenges faced her as she assumed leadership of the 

MAGC Board of Trustees in 2007.  At this time, the 

Board took a hard inward look and identified the 

critical need to re-focus.  After serving on the 

Board for several years in roles of increasing re-

sponsibility, Nancy as- sumed the Presidency 

at this critical moment, immediately helping to 

shed light on the dire na- ture of the Centerõs 

financial and operational situation.  Since that 

time an almost unimagin- able amount of energy 

has been put into planning and identifying key 

goals / actions to ensure that MAGC òsurvivesó 

and òthrives.ó Under Nancyõs leadership, the 

groundwork has been laid for the Centerõs future as a financially solvent non-profit.  

 

In the absence of an Executive Director, Nancy has personally dedicated far in excess 

of 30 hours a week for the past three years, working tirelessly to activate the Board, 

deal with the plethora of personnel, legal, operational and other details which only 

multiply with change.  She has fostered relationships with donors and partners, 

helped establish revenue-generating agreements and sought multiple avenues for 

keeping the Center solvent during a period of economic uncertainty.  Nancy leaves 

MAGC in a stronger position than ever to ensure a vital future. 

 

The entire Board of Trustees of The Marin Art & Garden Center believe Nancy Vernon 

is an unmatched community leader, a dynamo who also has made major contributions 

in active roles with other organizations including YES Ross Valley Schools Foundation, 

Wade Thomas Parent Association, Big Brothers/Big Sisters of San Francisco and oth-

ers. It is rare to find someone with the combination of intelligence, vision, generosity, 

energy, tenacity and humor needed to accomplish what has been required at MAGC.  

We have gone beyond what most of us had imagined we were capable of and owe 

much, if not most, of that success to Nancy.  We are extremely grateful to her and feel 

fortunate to have worked by her side.  We look forward to many more years of enjoy-

ing the contributions made and to be made by Nancy Vernon.   

Nancy Vernon 
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*Regular location except when noted 

Notes from the 
Presidents Desk  
February 2010  

Horticulture / Environment / Conservatio n 

 We are approaching 2010 with 

great enthusiasm thanks to the commu-

nity, Town of Ross and Marin Art & Gar-

den Centerõs Board of Trustees.  We 

have gone from a deficit of $100,000 to 

$153 in reserves. This is a very exciting 

way to begin this year we are full of 

excitement and confidence that 2010 

will be a wonderful year here at Marin 

Art & Garden Center. 

 

Our special thinks to Nancy Vernon 

for the incredible work she has accom-

plished for MAGC the past years.  We 

will continue to implement and finish 

the program that she and the Board 

have begun to develop. 

We have four new Board members. 

Marnie Delaney, Lynn Langford, Ed 

Lewis, and Larry Mulryan. Our new 

Treasurer is Doug Murray (more on 

Doug on page 3) and Kathleen Cerf is 

our new Board Secretary. 

I would like to stress how impor-

tant the Presidents Council is and if the 

President of each group cannot attend 

our quarterly meetings, please send a 

replacement.  It is the most up-to-date 

informative information that you take 

back to your membership.  And we 

value your input in those meetings as 

well. 

We hope in the future to bring the 

community together with our wonder-

ful support groups of Marin Art & Gar-

den Center to participate in some fabu-

lous events to showcase all the wonder-

ful things MAGC has to offer. 

 

 And finally many thanks to Bob         

Battersby for the MAGC Happenings 

that will now be published electroni-

cally once a month.  And a special thank 

you to Cara Novoa and Dana Mills for 

their help in this endeavor. 

 

 

Bobbie Minick 

President 

GARDEN SOCIETY OF MARIN  

 

Contact: Pat Miller  
Email: tampamjem@aol.com  
Website 
ww.gardensocietyofmarin.org  
Location: Livermore Room* 

ANNUAL BANQUET  

February 12, 7:15 pm - 9:00pm  
The annual banquet 

and installation of offi-

cers and Board will be 

held in the Garden 

Room. The cost will be 

$35 for members or 

their guests 

 

MARIN BONSAI CLUB  

 

Contact : Alison Seaman  
Email:  
alisonseaman@sbcglobal.net  
Website: www.marinbonsai.org  
Location: Livermore Room*  
February 2: Repotting Workshop  
Starting at 7pm, this 

will be a repotting 

workshop with bonsai 

masters Tim Kong and 

Jay McDonald. Fee is 

$10 for members, $20 

for non-members. 

February 16: Repotting workshop  
This month the 3rd Tuesday meeting 

will be another workshop to address a 

very busy time in the bonsai mainte-

nance schedule.  Bring your problem 

trees for consultation on care and de-

velopment.  Soil and wire will be pro-

vided.  Start 7.30pm 

 

MARIN ORCHID SOCIETY  

 

Contact: Lynne Murrell  
Phone: 457 -0836 
Email:  
lmurrell@matson.com  
Location: Livermore Room*  
February 23, 2010, 6:30 pm to 
confer with the Orchid Doctor; 
7:00 pm for the speaker (to 9:30 
pm) 

Marin Orchid Society general meeting. 

Speaker is Paul Chim 

who is our very own 

Cymbidium expert and 

hybridizer. Paul will 

provide invaluable in-

formation on culture 

and care of Cymbidiums. He will be 

newly back from the annual Orchid 

Show in China and will have lots to 

share about that.  Orchid Wiz and AQ 

Plus** are available to look up your 

favorite orchids to find out where and 

how they grow, the parentage, taxon-

omy, abbreviations and much more. 

And, the Orchid Doctor gives sage ad-

vice on how to fix your problem orchid!  

Bring one (or more) of your beautiful 

orchids to show off and your name 

might be drawn to win an orchid from 

the Opportunity Table. 

 

February 26 through February 28, 
2010: Pacific Orchid Exposition  
Come to see the Marin Orchid Society 

display at The Pacific Orchid Exposi-

tion at Fort Mason. The yearõs largest 

orchid event is produced annually by 

the San Francisco Orchid Society. This 

years theme is òCarnival.ó There will be 

docent tours, workshops and demon-

strations all related to the wonderful 

world of orchids. Many vendors bring 

orchids from all over the world that 

you can ogle and purchase. 

 

 

**For those of you interested in Or-

chids, but not a member of MOS, 

Orchid Wiz and AQ plus are not 

websites. They are software applica-

tions and there will be a laptop at 

the meeting with these two applica-

tions installed. 
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Horticulture / Environment / Conservation  

MARIN ROSE SOCIETY  

 

Contact: Don Chapman  
Email:   
chapman.don@comcast.net  
Location: Livermore Room*  
February 9 at 7:30 PM.    
The Marin Rose Society will hold its 

monthly meeting in the Livermore 

Room The meeting will feature a won-

derful lecture: "Growing Beautiful 

Roses by Supporting Life in the Soil" by 

Theresa Lyngso.  There is a $5 dona-

tion requested for attending non-

members of the Marin Rose Soci-

ety.  Consulting Rosarians will be avail-

able to field any rose related ques-

tions, and there will be a raffle at the 

conclusion of the general meeting. 

 

 

 

MASTER GARDENERS  

 

Marin Master Gardeners  
Contact: Anne -Marie Walker  
Email: walker777@comcast.net  
 

Thursday, February 4  
6:30pm Social time  
7pm ï 8pm Talk, Livermore 
Room*, Admission: $5.00  
 

SAVING ON A RAINY DAY: DONõT 

LET THAT WATER GO DOWN THE 

DRAIN!  

 

We invite you to 

come join Marin 

Master Gardeners 

and Environmental 

Forum of Marin as 

we explore ways 

to add rainwater harvesting techniques 

to our gardens. 

 

Paula Bouley, Conservation Director, 

Salmon Protection and Watershed Net-

work (SPAWN) and the President of 

Sustainable Fairfax will be highlighting 

the multiple benefits and importance 

of rainwater harvesting. 

 

 

PIXIE PARENTS  

Contact 
www.pixiepark.org                    
or call 415 -244-

7381 

 

Pixie Parents have no special events 

scheduled for February 

 

 

*Regular location except when noted 

Doug is a graduate of Greenbrae School, AE Kent Middle School and Redwood High 

School. He was raised in Greenbrae, and remembers enjoying the Pixie Park play-

ground as a youngster, attending the Marin County Fair, the Sunny Hills Grape Fes-

tival and many other social functions at the Center while growing up in Marin. 

Doug is a fourth generation Marinite and his grandfather, William P Murray Sr. was 

a founding board member of  MAGC in 1945. 

 

After graduating from University of California Santa Barbara with a degree in Eco-

nomics, Doug went to work for Bank of America, spending twenty three years with 

the Bank working in various lending and management positions through out Cali-

fornia. He then went to work as a Private Banker with Wells Fargoõs Wealth Man-

agement Division in Santa Rosa for seven years. Currently Doug is employed as a 

Private Banker by Bank of Marin, operating out of the new Greenbrae office. In this 

role Doug works closely with valued Bank Clients and with the Bankõs Trust and 

Wealth Management Group. He is responsible for managing Private Bank client re-

lationships for Bank of Marin in Southern Marin. 

 

Meet Doug Murray, our newly appointed MAGC Board member 
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Arts  

LAUREL HOUSE GROUP  

Contact: Lois McLean  
Phone:  (415) 461 -9012  
Email: loismclean@comcast.net  
Location: Laurel 
House and Liver-
more Pavilion  
 

The Laurel House 

Group operates the 

non-profit consignment 

antiques shop on the Marin Art and 

Garden Center grounds. 

 

Laurel House Antiques  

Consignment Days:  

Monday and Thursday, 10 AM-1 PM. 

 

Shop Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday, 11 AM-4 PM, and 

Monday and Thursday 10 AM-3 PM. 

our Antiques Shop is well known for its 

quality Asian, Deco, Victorian and 

Retro merchandise with a large variety 

of items ranging from jewelry, crystal, 

dinnerware, silver, China, world art, 

unique pieces of furniture and decora-

tor items. 

 
Laurel House has no special events 

planned for February. 

 
DECORATIONS GUILD  

 

DECORATIONS GUILD  
Telephone (415) 454 -5720 
Lorraine Slocam, President  
Telephone 415 -898-7141 
Contact: Irma Greenfield  
(415) 924-2304 
Email 
d.greenfield@worldnet.att.net.  
The Decorations Guild operates a gift 

shop throughout the year, displaying 

its own uniquely designed decorative 

items for the home. Showrooms are 

open from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Tues-

day through Friday. 

 

The Decorations Guild has no special 

events planned for February. 

 

 

MARIN SOCIETY OF ARTISTS  

 

Gallery Director:  
Jo Smith  
Phone:  (415) 454 -
9561 
Hours:  Mon -Thurs 
11 am-4pm, weekends, Noon to 4 
pm, CLOSED FRIDAYS . 

 

February 7 to February 28  
BLACK AND WHITE plus RED , a 

juried membersõ show.  Public recep-

tion is February 7 from 2-4 PM 

 

 

PORCHLIGHT THEATER  

COMPANY  

Molly Noble, Artistic Director  
Telephone (415) 602 -8574 
PO Box 2008  
Ross, CA 94957  
Telephone (415) 302 -4117 
mollynoble@comcast.net  
 

Porchlight Theater Company is an en-

semble inspired by world literature, 

nature and the human experience. We 

explore the power of the theatre ex-

perience to educate, unite and ignite 

positive social change. 

 

Porchlight Theatre has no special 

events planned for February. 

 

ROSS VALLEY PLAYERS  

 

Contact: Stephanie Albergh  
stephaniea  
@rossvalleyplayers.com  
Telephone:   415-456-9555       
Website :   
www.rossvalleyplayers.com  
 

The Miser - January 15 to February 
14 

    By Moli¯re, translated by David 

Chambers, directed by Bruce Vieira. 

    First staged in 1668, "The Miser" is 

one of French playwright Moli¯reõs 

funniest and most enduring plays. Old 

Harpagon is a penny-

pinching miser who loves 

his hidden fortune more 

than his children. But 

when he falls for the same 

girl as his son, all bets are 

off as his kids conspire to 

trick him out of his treas-

ure. Greed, lies, conflict and paranoia: 

itõs a comedy that's as timely today as 

the day it was written. 

 

WHERE: Barn Theatre,                        

      Marin Art & Garden Center,  

                 30 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. at                 

      Lagunitas, Ross, CA 

TICKETS:  Order online; by telephone

        or at the door.               

COST: $15 to $25 Ross Valley Players  

  productions. 

  General admission: $25; Senior  

  citizens (62+): $20; Youth: (18 

  and under):$20; Thursday 

  shows are $15 for everyone   

  (no additional discounts apply) 

  "Pay What You Will Preview" 

  first Thursday of the run. 

mailto:d.greenfield@worldnet.att.net

