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Read about Caroline Livermore on Page 9  in an excerpt from the Moya/RHS book 

ôRoss, California, The People, The Places, The Historyõ 

MAGC happenings 
PROMOTING THE ARTS, HORTICULTURE,  

HISTORY AND CONSERVATION  

On November 14, 2010 

We will celebrate 
T he Marin Art and Garden Center's 

65th Birthday 
We will be honoring the families whose vision in 

1945 offered this lovely gift to Marin. 

While celebrating the past and sharing our memories 

of events long past 

weôre looking to the future. 

Donôt think for a minute we will be taking a pension 

check and  retiring bent and doddering aiming for 

our porch and rocker.  

No, we are MAGC! 

Here on these eleven acres we always have some-

thing for everyone.  

History, Theatre, Art, Pixies and some of the  finest 

Gardens (nurtured by the finest gardeners) you will 

see anywhere! 

Join Us!  

We are open year-round to share the        

MAGiC. 

Please RSVP at (415) 455-5260  

No Later Than November 5, 2010 



GARDEN SOCIETY OF MARIN  

 

Contact: Pat Miller  
Email: tampamjem@aol.com  
Location: Livermore Room* 
November 11, 7:30pm  

REGULAR MONTHLY MEET ING 

Master Gardener Leila Sirk will 

talk about GETTING YOUR 

GARDEN READY FOR WINTER  

The Garden Society of Marin, a 

founding member 

of the Marin Art and 

Garden Center, has 

made a history of 

making gardening 

enjoyable and inter-

esting. We promote 

good gardening practices and 

enrich the botanical knowledge 

of our members through activi-

ties and presentations by gar-

dening and conservation profes-

sionals. Our monthly newsletter 

provides up -to -date information, 

references and interesting arti-

cles while our web site sup-

ports all these activities by pro-

viding valuable links to a wide -

range of gardening resources.  

 
Please visit our website at:   

www.gardensocietyof marin.org 
for more information about our 

club, our history and forthcom-

ing events.  

 

MARIN BONSAI CLUB  

 

Contact: Alison Seaman  
Email:                                          
alisonseaman@sbcglobal.net  
Location: Liver-
more Room*  
For over 50 years, 

members of the 

Marin Bonsai Club 

have been practic-

ing the ancient art 

of "tree in a pot", which is what 

bonsai means in Japanese.  

November 2 Workshop  

Starting at 7pm, our monthly 

bring -your -own -tree workshop 

with Tim Kong and Jay McDon-

ald . Fee is $10 for members, 

$20 for non -members.  

Friday, November 12 7th An-

nual Fall Show in the Liver-

more Room 5:30pm to 

10pm...reception, dinner, silent 

auction, raffle, and demonstra-

tion by Peter Tea .  

Saturday, November 13  show 

opens at 10am and finishes at 

4pm...ongoing demonstrations, 

raffle, and vendors.  

Please visit our website at:  

www.marinbonsai.org for more 

information about our club, our 

history and forthcoming events . 

 

MARIN ROSE SOCIETY  

 

The Marin Rose Society devel-

oped and maintains a beautiful 

rose garden at the Center with 

over 150 varieties of roses, all 

grown organically, without the 

use of pesticides. The group 

holds monthly informational 

meetings and various special 

events that are open to the pub-

lic at MAGC.  

Contact: Don Chapman  
Email:                                      
chapman.don@comcast.net  
 

November 9   Harvest Dinner ð 

Installation of Officers & Board  

  

MASTER GARDENERS  

 

Marin Master Gardeners  
Kathryn Reinhardt,                           
kathrynsgardens@sbcglobal.net  
or Linda Thompson,                  
elleyp@yahoo.com  
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Horticulture / Environment / Conservation  
Notes from the 
Presidentôs Desk 
November 2010  

 

 

 

 

 

Hereõs wishing you a 

very happy Thanks-

giving from all of us 

at the Marin 

Art and Garden 

Center. 

 

*Regular location except when noted MAGC Happenings November 2010 

mailto:kathrynsgardens@sbcglobal.net
mailto:elleyp@yahoo.com
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Horticulture / Environment / Conservation  

November 4 "COMPARING   

APPLES TO ORANGES -

CREATING A HOME ORCH ARD 

IN MARIN"  What fruit trees to 

plant in Marin and how to care 

for them. *The UC speaker To 

Be Announced. MAGC 7pm. $5  

All programs are in the Liver-

more Room at the Marin Art and 

Garden Center and begin at 

7pm, with a social hour begin-

ning @ 6:30.  We will continue 

to have the òSwap Tableó set up 

at all events.  

 
You can learn more about the  

Marin Master Gardener pro-

grams by visiting:                          

http://groups.ucanr.org/
MarinMG/  

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW 

MORE ABOUT MASTER GAR-

DENING?  

Read our Saturday  Marin 

Independent Journal col-

umn - in the Home & Gar-

den section  

Come to our lectures at 

MAGC and other Marin lo-

cations  

Visit our website 

www.marinmg.org  

Call the Help Desk 415 -499

-4204 about garden prob-

lems or pests  

Visit with the Marin Master 

Gardeners in our Novato 

office  

University of California Coop-

erative Extension  

1682 Novato Boulevard, Suite 

150B, Novato  

Monday ðFriday, 9 -12 and 1 -4 

Request a Garden Walk with a 

Master Gardener by calling 

507 -2645  

 

If you are interested in becom-

ing a Master Gardener and tak-

ing the 18 -week  certification 

program through the Univer-

sity of California Cooperative 

Extension applications are 

available online 

(www.marinmg.org ) in July 

and August. They are due in 

mid September. Training 

Classes run from: January 

through May.  

 

The Marin Master Gardeners 

are a dedicated, 

trained group of 

volunteers with 

a shared love of 

gardening and 

horticulture.  

Through community service 

and educational outreach, they 

provide home gardeners and 

community organizations with 

the knowledge and skills to 

create a healthy environment 

for Marin County.  Since 1986, 

Marin Master Gardeners have 

worked as non -paid staff 

members of the University of 

California Cooperative Exten-

sion (UCCE), answering public 

inquiries and providing infor-

mation on all areas of plant 

health and gardening prac-

tices.  

Keep track of the Master Gar-

deners on Facebook. Click on 

this link www.facebook.com/

home.php#!/MarinMG  

MARIN GARDEN CLUB  

Started in 1931, the Marin Gar-

den Club was a founding 

member of MAGC. The group 

promotes interest in gardens 

and gardening by engaging in 

educational activities that en-

courage the conservation of 

the natural beauties of Marin 

County.  

The Memory Garden at MAGC 

is maintained by The Marin 

Garden Club. They annually 

award the Gwen Cooper 

Scholarship to a high school 

senior from Marin County for 

the study of horticulture, land-

scaping, and/or conservation. 

The scholarship was named in 

honor of Gwen Cooper who 

lived in Marin County for over 

50 years. She was a life -long 

learner and educator who 

founded the award to inspire 

students to pursue further edu-

cation in horticulture, conser-

vation or environmental stud-

ies. The number of awards 

and amount of the scholarship 

varies year to year with a 

minimum award at $1,000.  

PIXIE PARK PARENTS  

 

PIXIE PARKõS SEVENTH      

ANNUAL TEDDY BEAR TE A !͖  

Saturday, December 11th  ͖

REGISTRATION BEGINS MON-

DAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2010  

 

Seatings at 11am and 

1pm  ͖

Marin Art and 

Garden 

Center, 

The Gar-

den 

Room  

For ages 7 

and under  ͖

$40 a seat  ͖

Featuring Tea Fare, a special 

Craft, and a Holiday Sing -a-Long 

with Tim Cain!  ͖

-Please note: this is NOT  a nut -

free event - 

Registration forms will also be 

available at www.pixiepark.org, 

www.magc.org, and in the 

Marin Art and Garden Office on 

November 15, 2010.  

Questions? Please contact 
Kielty Nivaud kieltyni-
vaud@yahoo.com 
415.359.4648 or Sabrina Eli-
asoph seliasoph@yahoo.com 
415.710.7032 
 

*Regular location except when noted MAGC Happenings November 2010 

http://pixiepark.org/
http://magc.org/
mailto:kieltynivaud@yahoo.com
mailto:kieltynivaud@yahoo.com
mailto:seliasoph@yahoo.com
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Arts  

ROSS  VALLEY PLAYERS  

Contact: Stephanie Albergh  
stephaniea@rossvalleyplayers.com  

Telephone:   415-456-9555       
Website www.rossvalleyplayers.com  

The Ross Valley Players pre-

sents the Jon Jory stage adap-

tation of Jane Austen's romantic 

novel "Pride & Prejudice." Di-

rected by Phoebe Moyer . 

Jane Austen's classic story, set 

in the Regency era, is brought 

to the stage in this 2005 adapta-

tion by Jon Jory . Finding a hus-

band among unsuitable suitors 

consumes Elizabeth Bennet's 

mother and sisters. Set in a so-

ciety where snubs and deceit 

abound, the Bennet family 

matches pride and prejudice to 

reach a happy ending in this 

classic romantic story featuring 

a modern, independent heroine.  

WHEN : November 12 to De-

cember 12  

8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays  

2 p.m. Sundays - Nov. 21, 28, 

Dec. 5, 12  

7:30 p.m. Thursdays - Nov. 11, 

18 Dec. 2, 9  

"Pay What You Will Preview" on 

Thursday, November 11, 2010  

No matinee on the first Sunday . 

WHERE : The Ross Valley 

Players Barn Theatre, Marin 

Art & Garden Center , 30 Sir 

Francis Drake Blvd. at La-

gunitas, Ross, CA  

 

COST:  General: $25; Senior 

   (62+): $20; Youth: (18  

   and under): $20.  

   Thursday shows are 

   $15 for everyone (no 

   additional discounts    

   apply)  

   "Pay What You Will Pre

   view" 7:30 p.m. Thurs

   day, November 11.  

 

TICKETS:  Order online through 

www.brownpapertickets.com ; 

by telephone 1 -800 -838 -3006; 

or purchase at the door.  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS:    

Buzz at the Barn - 7 p.m. Satur-

day, November 13, 2010  

Buzz at the Barn is pre -

performance reception event, 

featuring complimentary bever-

ages and appetizers included 

with performance admission.  

  

  

 PHONE:   415 -456 -9555  

  

WEBSITE:   

www.rossvalleyplayers.com  

 

VIDEOS:  

 http://animoto.com/

play/9UxPNhIsiVlTmmhLJIwwWA  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ctP6Tz96ORc   

 

CAST:    Michael Cassidy  of San 

Anselmo as Bingley; Pamela 

Ciochetti of San Francisco as 

Mrs. Bennet; Beth Deitchman 

of San Rafael as Mary / Char-

lotte; Lori Dorfman of San Fran-

cisco as Elizabeth; Caitlin Even-

son  of Berkeley as Jane; Kurt 

Gundersen  of Kentfield as Lu-

cas/Gardiner; Ariel Harrison of 

Forest Knolls as Lydia; Judy 

Holmes  of Sausalito as Lady 

Catherine; Aaron Mulberg of 

San Pablo as Collins; Craig Nei-

baur  of Richmond as Wickham; 

Erik Rhea of San Francisco as 

Darcy; Alex Ross of San Rafael 

as Mr. Bennet; Rachel Watts of 

Novato as Kitty; Nicole Zeller of 

Novato as Mrs. Bingley / Mrs. 

Gardiner .  

 

 

Lori Dorfman as Elizabeth Bennet. 

Photo by Kim Taylor  

MAGC Happenings November 2010 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com
http://animoto.com/play/9UxPNhIsiVlTmmhLJIwwWA
http://animoto.com/play/9UxPNhIsiVlTmmhLJIwwWA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctP6Tz96ORc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctP6Tz96ORc
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PORCHLIGHT THEATER  

COMPANY  

Core Artistic Directors: Ann Breb-
ner, Candace Brown, Jon Burnett, 
Rebecca Castelli, Thais Harris, JP 
Hitesman, Mary Beth Smith 
(Managing Director), Ken Sonkin  
Telephone: 415.251.1027  
E-mail: info@porchlight.net   Web-
site: www.porchlight.net                                
PO Box 437  Ross, CA 94957  
 
Porchlight Theatre Company is 

an ensemble inspired by world 

literature, nature   and the hu-

man experience. We explore 

the power of theatre to educate, 

unite and ignite positive social 

change.                                                          

LAUREL HOUSE GROUP  

 

Contact: Lois McLean  
Phone:  (415) 461 -9012  
Email: loisamclean@comcast.net  
Location: Laurel House and Liv-
ermore Pavilion  
 

Laurel House An-

tiques offers quality 

consignments on 

items such as jew-

elry, furniture, 

lamps, artwork, 

figurines, Asian an-

tiques and gifts for any occa-

sion. With our  unique selection 

of  china, silver, and crystal, 

you  are sure to find the perfect 

addition to your holiday table.   

Remember, the first of the 

month always has 1/2 OFF ͖
selected items in the shop with 

fantastic surprises and dis-

counted items featured!  

 

Laurel House Antiques is a pro-

ject of The Northgate Group 

whose objective is to provide 

support for the Marin Art and 

Garden Center.  

  

Consignments are accepted 

Mondays and Thursdays, 10 

a.m. to 1 p.m.  

  

Shop Hours:  

Monday & Thursday 10 -3 

Tuesday & Wednesday 11 -4 

Friday & Saturday 11 -4  

DECORATIONS GUILD  

 

DECORATIONS GUILD  
Telephone (415) 454 -5720 
Lorraine Slocam, President  

Telephone 415 -898-7141  

Famous for its handmade fur 

teddy bears, the Decorations 

Guild, a volunteer 

organization, op-

erates a gift shop 

displaying its 

own uniquely de-

signed bouquets, 

arrangements, tree plaques 

and wreaths made of natural 

materials.  

MARIN SOCIETY               

OF ARTISTS  

 

Gallery Director:  Jo Smith  
Phone:  (415) 454 -9561 
Contacts: Jane Liston  
janeliston@msn.com  
Marcia Higgins  
mhiggins14@aol.com  
Hours:  Mon -Thurs 11 am -4pm, 
weekends, Noon to 4 pm, 
CLOSED FRIDAYS . 
 
October 10 through November 

13  

OPEN FINE ARTS EXHIB ITION  

Artists from all over northern 

California will be entering.   A 

gala reception will take place at 

the gallery on October 10 from 

2-4 p.m.   The jurors are Tesia 

Blackburn, Claudia Chapline, 

and The Artist Hines .   This will 

be an exciting show and we 

encourage all MAGC members 

to attend the reception!     

 

 

MOYA LIBRARY/  

ROSS HISTORICAL          

SOCIETY  

Contact: Alanna Brady  
aj.brady@yahoo.com  
or Richard Torney  
rgtorney@aol.com  
Phone: 258 -9595 
Email: moya.rhs@gmail.com  
Location: Livermore Pavilion*  
 

November 5  

First Friday Forenoon Lecture. 

11:00 AM in the Livermore 

Room at MAGC  

THE RUINS OF SUTRO BATHS. 

At the western tip of San Fran-

cisco are one of the city's most 

intriguing sites. Join historian 

JOHN MARTINI to learn the his-

tory of this once -amazing struc-

ture, how its ingenious water 

systems operated, 

and the sprawling 

amusements that 

once surrounded it.  

 

Staffed by docents, 

the Moya Library is 

open for research Wednesday 

thru Friday (11:30 am to 

3:00pm) and Saturdays (1 to 

4pm) from March 1st to the 

end of November. Visitors are 

welcome to browse both the 

library and historical collec-

tions.  
 

The Moya Library/Ross His-

torical Society still has several 

copies of ROSS, CALIFORNIA - 

THE PEOPLE, THE PLAC ES, 

THE HISTORY.  This fine hard-

bound book is for sale at $40. 

Contact the library at 415 -258 -

9595 or the MAGC office.  

 

 

 

Arts and History  

MAGC Happenings November 2010 

mailto:info@porchlight.net
http://www.porchlight.net/
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MAGC HISTORY  

I  n keeping with the his-

toric nature of our cele-

bration on November 14 

honoring the founders of the 

Marin Art and Garden Center 

we would like to share a lit-

tle bit of history with you 

about those early times.  

Those same forward 

thinking women who pre-

served the grounds of the 

Sunnyside estate had to find 

ways to resolve their debt 

and attract people to the 

grounds.  

One event was the Marin 

County Fair. Each year the 

fair had a different theme 

and was very popular. 

MAGC was home to the 

Marin County Fair for many 

years until 1975 when they 

relocated to the county fair 

grounds in San Rafael. An-

other event was the Marin 

Art and Garden Show held in 

September.  

 

T  he ladies that partnered 

with Caroline Livermore  

were no mere dilettantes. 

Many were accomplished ac-

tivists in their own right.  

Verna Dunshee was an emi-

nent conservationist. A trail 

on the east peak of Mt. Ta-

malpais is named in her 

honor and she was also an 

honorary State Park Ranger. 

Helen Van Pelt was the first 

woman landscape architect 

and may have had a hand in 

planning the landscape for 

the early MAGC.  

MAGC Happenings November 2010 Artwork Courtesy of the Ken Fineman Collection 
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